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Orthodox Conference Sets Agenda for Pro-Synod 


(Rhodes) - The pun-Orthodox conference has concluded here with announcement 
of an agenda for the next pan-Orthodox gathering, the Pro-Synod. 


Observers commented that the meeting, the first of its kind in twelve 
centuries, was marked by an atmosphere of "warm Christian feeling". 


the concord was evidenced by the action of the 60 offioial delegates 
representing the twelve autocephalous Orthodox churches of the world in 
standing at a public plenary session to signify unanimous approval of the 
Pro-synod agenda. The agenda had been prepared from the reports of six 
committees which based their work on a draft agenda submitted by the 
Kcumenical Patriarchate. 


A major part of the agenda is given over to relations of Orthodoxy with 
ticeremoinder of Christendom. Sections deal with Orthodoxy in relation to 
Mancient Oriental churches", the Roman Catholic Church, the churches and 
Gontessions arising out of the Reformation, the Old Catholic Church, and 
the ecumenical movement. 


The section on Orthodoxy and the eeumenical movement lists as agenda 
topics for the Pro-Synod, "the presence and participation of the Orthodox 
Church in the ecumenical movement in the spirit of the Patriarchal Eneyceli- 
cal ot) 1920", the study of theological and other questions relating wre 
Orthodox participation in the movement, and "the importance of the contribu- 
tion of Orthodox participation to the orientation of ecumenical thought and 
action", 
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The 1920 Encyclical of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, "first among equals" 
of the leaders of Hastern Orthodoxy, advocated the formation of a "league 


eee 28 years before the formation of the World Council of Churches 
aaa 48. 


The section on Orthodoxy. and Roman Catholicisn suggests the Pro-Synod 
make an "examination of points of agreement and disagreement concerning the 
faith, administration, and ecclesiastical activity of this church, espec- 
ially propaganda, uniates, and proselytism". It also asks study of the 
"maintenance of relations according to the spirit of the love of Christ". 


The section on the Ancient Oriental Churches, the Armenian, Copt, 
Ethiopian, Syrian, and Malabar (South India), all of which had strong 
delegations of observers attending the conference, urges "maintenance of 
friendly relations for re-establishing union by exchange of visits of pro- 
fessors and students, and by contacts of a theological character". 


It also suggests the Pro-Synod consider studies of the faith, worship, 
and administration of these Churches and collaboration with them at ecumen- 
ical meetings on "practical questions", 


The presence of representatives of the Ancient Oriental Churches was 
meetarded by observers as particularly significant. It was the first ‘such 
meeting between representatives of the two groups since the fifth and sixth 
centuries. (In an earlier session the conference agreed that they should 
be referred toas the "Ancient Oriental Churches", rather than as the "Less- 
er Oriental Churches", a title previously in use.) 


Speaking of Orthodox relations with churches and confessions arising 


out of the Reformation, it suggests "the study of the possibilities for the 
cultivation of relations and further rapprochement with them, and especially 


with the Episcopalians and Anglicans, in light of their present positive 
attitudes towards the Orthodox Church". 


Both the Church of England and the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA) 
had observers at the conference. A message from the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr. A. M. Ramsey, proposed a resumption of theological contacts 


between the Orthodox Church and the Church of England, "to find out the way — 


of unity in true doctrine". 


Messages also were reccived fr.n the heads sf all the autcocephalous 
Orthodox churches, as well as from the officers of the World Council of 
Churches, which was represented by three observers. The WCC message relay- 
ed "respectful fraternal greetings", and said the WCC officers "pray that 
your meeting may strengthen the witness of Orthodoxy in the whole world and 
its participation in the World Council of Churches". 


The first part of the agenda for the Pro-Synod meeting covers a wide 
range of subjects dealing with internal matters of the Orthodox churches. 
hese include: questions of faith and dogm.; aspects of church life -) the 
encouragement of more active lay-participation, discipline, liturgical 
renewal, and wider use of the Old Testament in worship; church order; 
relations between Orthodox churches; the witness of Orthodoxy in the world; 
theological themes; and social problems. 


At an earlier session Archbishop Nikodim, head of the Russian delega- 
tion read a 19-page report, asking the conference to adopt a forceful 
attitude on world political problems, including "general and complete dis- 
armament", and aid to countries under colonial rule to acquire self-rule, 
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By a decision of the plenary session the proposals were discussed in commit- 
tee which was chaired by Archbishop Nikodim. The result was that the section 
dealing with the witness of Orthodoxy in the world included the following 
items: "Orthodoxy and racial discrimination", "application of the Christian 
ideas of peace, brotherhood and love among peoples", and "Christian duty in 
aréas of rapid social change", 


The message of the conference, unanimously approved at the final session, 
was read solemnly in Greek and Russian at the closing liturgy in the Church 
of the Annunciation, The gospel read at the service (John 7837 - 8:12) ends 
with the words of the theme for the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, "I am the Light of the World". 


In language resembling the Greek of the New Testament, the message 
emphasizes the inner unity of the Orthodox churches. The main points were? 


"Pully conscious of the great responsibility we bear before God and 
men, we declare that we have examined in a spirit of brotherly concord the 
Subjects coming within our here restricted responsibility and have reached 
unanimous agreement on the list of themes to be submitted to the future 
Pro-Synod. 


"These themes, which have long occupied the attention of the several 
Orthodox churches and the Christian world in general, have been cnunciated 
today in a more final manner and have found expression in the present list. 
They shall be fully studied and examined at our future Pro-Synod so that 
they may receive their final and proper solution, God willing, at the 
Ecumenical Council to be summoned later. 


"Ror the first time for many centuries Orthodoxy has met in so fully 
representative an Assembly and we leave this conference strengthened in our 
faith, our hopes and our love, with a full awareness of the strength in 
Hoel yect sour oly Orthodex Church: 


"We have aimed at bringing home the responsibility of our several 
churches in the present times, and at emphasizing the problems which face 
the faithful in their daily lives, and we give to all the assurance that 
Orthodoxy is fully conscious of its responsibilities towards them. . . 


We salute also in love our friends of the venerable Hast with whom we 
are linked by the immutable bonds of heartand mind which have existed for 
centuries, and those of the West, with whom we have never ceased to collab- 
orate for the accomplishment of the command of our Lord 'that they may all 
be one!,.a command for the fulfilment of which our Holy Church has never 
ceased to pray." (See also BPS No. 36) EPS, Geneva 


Hpiscopal Bishops Urge Constituents to Foster Unity 


(Detroit) - A pastoral letter issued by the bishops of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church has called upon their 3,500,000 members to shun parochial- 
ism and to work with patience and sacrifice for the end of a divided 
Christendon. 


The letter, issued at the end of the denomination's 12-day triennial 
General Convention here, commended the work of the World Council of Churches 
ana the National Council of Churches (USA) in advancing the cause of 
Christian unity. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 , 
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While the bishops expressed their "grief" that the Roman Catholic 
Church was not a member of the WCC, they commented: "We can rejoice that 
communion is increasingly represented by officially approved ‘observers! 
at major meetings of the Council, and that there are many evidences of the 
seriousness and respect with which it views this organ of the ecumenical 
novenent", 


The Roman Catholic Church announced earlier that it would, for the 
first time, send official observers to the Third Assembly of the World 
Council, which will be held in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. 
(See EPS No. 33) 


Pointing out that the Episcopal Church has "publicly and officially" 
expressed its readiness for reunion talks with other Christian bodies during 
the last 75 years, the pastoral letter acknowledged that Anglicans through- 
out the world represented "but a small part of the whole number of Christ's 
people". 


It added: 


"Me urge patience, for centuries of division and misunderstanding are 
not soon overcome. We urge restraint, for there will be inevitable strain 
within our own corporate life and in that of others with whom we seek unity. 
We urge humble sacrifice, for obedience is costly and treasures shared in 
love mean change for all. 


"Above all, we urge deep awareness that we are committed to the one 
great Church and that we are called to be faithful to it. We, your bishops, 
call you therefore to work and pray without ceasing until by God's grace 
and in His time the division by which we dishonour our Lord is done away." 


Harlier, the House of Bishops and the. House of Deputies approved a 
concordat of full communion with the Philippine Independent Church, which 
broke with the Roman Catholic Church at the turn of the century in a revolt 
against domination by Spanish clergy. 


Bishop Isabelo deLos Reyes of the Philippine church, commented that the 
convention's action has "helped us find our place in Christ's Holy Church". 


The convention also agreed to accept an invitation of the United Pres- 
byterian Church to explore the possibility of a four-way merger with the 
Methodist Church and the United Church of Christ. It further adopted a 
report recognizing the Clurch of Lanka (Ceylon), and looked forward toward 
eventual full communion if the Ceylonese body resolves "certain anomalies 
and contradictions" in its constitution, such as the ordination of women. 
(See EPS No. 36) 


In considering the actions taken by the convention to strengthen 
Christian unity abroad, Bishop James A. Pike, of California, remarked that 
US churchmen should be "somewhat humble", 


MWe brought ovr own sin of division to them in the first place”, he 
said. EPS, Geneva 


Episcopalians Give NCC Confidence Vote 

(Detroit) - The General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church went 
on record here as recognizing the "importance of having the National Council 
of Churches (USA) speak to the churches about the Christian implications of 
contemporary social, economic and political issues." 
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At the same time, however, it declared emphatically that "no pronounce- 
ment or statement" of the NCC could be regarded as "an official statement" 
of the Episcopal Church "without action" by the General Convention, the 
denomination's highest legislative body. 


The resolution was first adopted after heated debate by the 670 member 
House of Deputies. The House of Bishops later concurred with little dis- 
cussion among its 190 members. 


The NCC has been criticized in some Episcopal and other denominational | 
circles for some of the statements issued by it or by one of its agencies 
or study conferences. While the Council has often pointed out that it does 
not claim to speak for the churches but to them, its declarations have been 
interpreted by some as the voice of US Protestantism. 


In another action, the General Convention endorsed family planning and 
birth control as a matter of "Christian conscience". I+t also approved the 
dissemination by the US Government of birth control information to less- 
developed nations "wherever it is officially sought". EPS, Geneva 


BMS Reports Angolan Refugees Still Entering Congo 


(London) - The Baptist Missionary society has received word that hordes of 
refugees are still crossing the border from Angola into the Congo Republic. 


A letter received by the society from the Rev. Walter Fulbrook, of 
Moerbeke, disclosed that the refugees number about 14,000 and are coming 
from the Bembe district. EPS, Geneva 


Trained African Ministry Needed to Curb Church Losses 


(Nairobi) - A more highly trained indigenous ninistry is needed to combat 
the trend of large numbers of educated Africans drifting away from Protes— 
tant churches in Bast Africa, according to an article published here. 


Rock, monthly newspaper of the Christian Council of Kenya, said that 
educated people who do remain within the churches "stay only because they — 
zo to a church with a Huropean minister, or obtain spiritual help from 
Christian schools where so many Huropeans are working". 


tThis is not good enough for the future", the article said. "Educated 
African ninisters will be needed in every field, even in rural areas." 


It is noted that the Roman Catholic Church has generally higher educa- 
tional requirements for its seminary students and that there are’ a number! | © 
of Catholic seminaries in Hast Africa, with 135 students at one institution 
alone. 


"Tf other churches do not wake up", it continued, "it is easy »tossee 
which church (if any) educated people will belong to in the future. 


Nt ig no use just 'Atricanizing* the Church by putting Arricangam 
the most responsible places. They must be capable of the best in those 
positions, and this generally means men who have a high standard of educa- 
tion before beginning their theological training." 

Pointing out that the number of Africans getting higher education has 
increased more than 10 times in the last decade, the article asked: "Has 
the Ghurch improved by 10 times the educational standard of its candidates 
for the ministry?" 


biienor wet concluded, “the Church is not keeping up.!! BPS, Geneva 
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World YWCA Urges Action For Peace 

(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World YWCA has called upon its 
national associations throughout the world to work untiringly for peace, 
which is "bound up with the struggle for a just world order and the fight 
against social injustice, poverty, prejudice and suffering. 


"As Christians who know the power of peace which is given by God's 
forgiveness and reconciliation, we have a special commitment", the message 
States. At this time, it adds, the Assoctation has a duty to contribute 
thoughts and actions which will help the United Nations to evolve into "a 
truly effective instrument for establishing the rule of law amongst the 
nations." 


The message, issued at the conclusion of a two weeks' meeting of the 
20-member committee in Geneva, ends on a more personal note: "For some of 
us, faithfulness to our common convictions may bring loneliness and the 
risk of being misunderstood. For others, faithfulness may even mean physi- 
cal or mental suffering. We know that many of us are already deep in the 
Struggle for peace. We pray that, as individuals and as a movement, we may 
learn to express in words and acts the hope and courage that come Pooh our 
faith in God's healing power of peace and reconciliation, meant for all men 
and all nations". 


The Executive Committee's plans for future activities included a Con- 
Sultation on Aduit Education and two conferences on "Work with Youth in 
m6", to oe held in Malaya’ and the Philippines, in 1962: participationgia 
the satel dom from Hunger Campaign, which is the subject of study for the 
1962 World YWCA Membership Day; a six weeks! Leadership Training Institute 
for senior leaders of the Association at Crét-Bérard, Switzerland, next 
Summer; and acceptance of the invitation from Denmark to hold the next 
World Council in Nyborg Strand in 1963. Travel plans for the next six 
months include visits by members of the staff to all the YWCAs in Asia, 
Australia, and New Zealand. The World Association will be represented at 
the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi by its 
General Secretary, Miss Elizabeth Palmer. EPS, Geneva 


“Vatican Official Comments on Ronan Cath lic-Orth-d x Separation 


(Naples) - The Vatican Secretary of State said here that there no longer 
were any historical reasons why the Eastern Orthodox churches should continue 
to remain separated from Rome. 


Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicognani,.expressed this opinion in an address 
Opening the Week of Prayer and Study of the Christian Orient at the Cathe- 
dral of Naples. 


Cardinal Cicognani told the clergymen in attendance from many parts of 
the country that the reasons which ultimately led to the separation of the 
Christians of the east were of "a historical and ambiguous nature". 


Among these, he said, 'was the political misunderstanding whereby the 
‘Byzantine emperors claimed to be heirs to all the privileges and pomp of 
Rome, and from which followed the desire to make Byzantium the seat of the 
Head of the Church". 


Cardinal Cicognani also pointed to the "canonical misunderstanding 
which arose when Canon Three of the First Council of Constantinople recog- 
hized the primacy of Constantinople as one of honour after that of Rome, 
and the liturgical ten eae ieee by which the privileges of the great 
patriarchate Ss were used to assert independence from Rome". 
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The Vatican leader further noted that there were "religious misunder- 
standings by which personal ambitions and the Spirit of revenge were trans- 
posed on to theological fields", EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Reeves! Successor Arrives in South Africa 


(Johannesburg) - Dr. Leslie Edward Stradling, Anglican Bishop-elect of 
Johannesburg, made it clear upon his arrival in South Africa that he was 
not in favour of the government's apartheid policy. 


"IT don't want to give the impression that I have come here with sleeves 
polled up, ready for a fight", he stressed. "At the samé time,-I wouldyfeer 
myself free to criticize when moral principles are involved." 


Dr. Stradling will be enthroned at a multi-racial service in Johannes- 
burg Cathedral as successor to Dr. Richard Ambrose Reeves, who resigned in 
February after having been forced out of South Africa a year ago because of 
his firm stand against the government's racial policy. 


Dr. Stradling, 53,is a graduate of Queen's College, Oxford, and of 
Westcott House, Cambridge. He served in Tanganyika for 15 years, first as 
Bishop of Masasi and then as Bishop of South West Tanganyika. 


Noting that he had never before visited South Africa, he said he knew 
nothing of the country except what he had read and heard, and would meet 
each problem as it arose, EPS, Geneva 


Free Churches Study Union Possibilities 


(London) - A report presented to the Free Church Federal Council has conclu- 
ded that any immediate attempt to form an organic union of the Council's 
member churches would "almost certainly be unsuccessful". 


The report recommended that the Council should not take any initiative 
toward union, but rather should continue to provide an organization within 
which denominations can co-operate and perhaps eventually move toward merger. 
It said the best hope for church union would come through conversations 
between individual denominations. 


The report was presented at a recent meeting of the Council here by 
a committee established last November. The committee consists of the secree 
taries of the four major Free Church bodies in England - Methodist, Baptist, 
Congregational, and Presbyterian - with an additional adviser from each, and 
a representative of the smaller denominations, together with the Council's 
moderator and general secretary. 


Pointing out that progress toward church union has been much slower in 
England than in other countries, the report said that detailed discussions 
revealed disagreement on several ceeply-rooted convictions, even though 
there was general agreement that the churches should be organically united. 


However, it noted that there are two significant tendencies that may 
indicate better prospects for union in the future: (1) The Free Churches 
in newly developing areas are usually able to establish local parishes so 
that they will avoid competition with other denominations ands;(2) with "an 
increasingly mobile population, Free Church people are more ready when cir- 
cumstances so require to associate themselves with churches of denominations 
other than their own". 
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The report was offered at the same time that confidential unity talks 
reopened between representatives of the Anglican and Methodist churches. 
The hope was expressed that the talks nay produce some results by 1962, 
when the Free Churches celebrate "The Great Ejectment" of 1662, when thou- 
sands of Anglican clergymen rejected the "Act of Uniformity" which would 
have required them to accept a revised edition of the Book of Common Prayer 
to which they objected. This led to the formation of the Free Churches. 

HPS, Geneva 


Minnesota Baptists Address Southerners on Race Issue 


(Mankato ) - The Minnesota Convention of American Baptist Churches has voted 
to address a letter to fellow Baptists in those areas of the South which 
have recently been visited by the "Freedom Riders". 


The letter will inform the Southerners of efforts being made by Minne- 
sota Baptists to eliminate segregation in housing in their own state, and 
will urge the Southerners to join them in working to "replace the tension 
and racial segregation that have too long divided man from man in your state 
end cours'!, 


The convention called upon Minnesota Baptists to welcome persons of 
various racial and cultural backgrounds into their neighbourhoods. It 
further urged them to "stand firmly against the innuendos, half-truths and 
falsehoods" that are often spread when a family of a different background 
moves into a residential area. 


"We urge Baptists not to panic but to seek truth and help from respon-= 
Sible community organizations, such as human relations councils and fair 
housing practices conmittees", the convention declared. 


In a resolution indirectly commending the "Freedom Riders", the conven-_ 
tion praised persons who, "at great personal risk and with patience and 
prayer", have used non-violent methods to break the patterns and injustices 
of segregation and discrimination in public places and in public transport. 

EPS, Geneva © 


Bill Limiting Missionary Contacts in India Stirs Controversy 

(Bhopal) - A bill restricting missionary activities among aboriginal tribes 
was greeted with heated debate when it was reintroduced in the Madhya 
Pradesh State Assembly here recently. 


While conservative Hindus were numbered among the measure's supporters, 
members of Prime Minister Nehru's Congress Party fought against adoption of 
the bill. 


Similar legislation, which sought to prevent the religious conversion 
of uneducated and ignorant Indians, was introduced into the State Assembly 


earlier this year. It failed to win approval and was severely criticized 
by leading figures in the country. 

In April, the Prime Minister told Madhya Pradesh Hindus that Christians | 
Nare as much Indians as anyone else", and should have "full opportunities 
like others". Mr. Nehru deplored what he termed anti-Christian sentiment 
in Madhya Pradesh. EPS, Geneva 
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Dutch and Japanese Churches Call for Bnd to Nuclear Tests 


(Geneva ) - Churches in two parts of the world issued statements last week 
opposing the resumption of nuclear weapons testing. They were the National 
Christian Council of Japan and the Netherlands Reformed Church. 


The Japanese Council described as "extremely regretful" the resumption 
of tests by the Soviet Union and the United States, and asked for immediate 
resumption of negotiations to establish a nuclear test ban. 


MWe-are convinced", it said, “that the contanination of the atmespier= 


by radioactive fallout, bringing suffering and strife to mankind, is in 
Gontradiction to the will of God; it is also-contrary to the historical 
and cultural development of the human race." 


The Council asked both the Soviet Union and the USA "immediately ‘to 
cesses" nuclear tests, and called upon Great Britain, France and other 
countries possessing nuclear weapons not to resume testing. It further 
asked all other countries to "refrain from holding nuclear weapons". 


The statenent of the Netherlands Reforned Church is in support of the 
statement issued last month by officers of the World Council of Churches, 
deploring test resumption and asking for a resumption of negotiations to 
bring about "a reliable agreement to cease tests". 


Mie caurch's synodal board, in a letter distributed to the churenge 
councils and ministers, asked government authorities and the nation "to pay 
heed to the appeal that has come from the World Council". 


The board said it “calls upon the churches and their ministers to pray 
to God that these words may find acceptance in their hearts, so that not 
only an end may come to the dangerous experinental explosions of nuclear 
weapons, but that also through re-opening of negotiations and the concluding: 
of properly controlled pacts, the danger of war may be lessened and peace 
between nations be promoted". (See EPS No. 33) EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Scharf Defended 


(Berlin) - A group of European theologians has voiced confidence in Dr. 
Kurt Scharf, German church leader, who has been barred by the Hast German 
government from returning to his home in Bast Berlin. (See EPS No. 33) 


The group included Swiss theologian Karl Barth, Dr. Gustav Heinemann, 
member of the EKD Synod and member of the German Parliament; Dr. Helmut 
Gollwitzer and Dr. Martin Fischer, both professors of theology at the 
University of Berlin; and eight other church leaders from Germany, France, 
Sweden and Switzerland. 


Their defense of Dr. Scharf, who is chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), Germany's biggest Protestant organi- 
gation, came amidst charges by the Hast German press that he is a "war 
monger" and a “militarist" who is “a tool of western impcralism". These 
attacks, which have appeared in Last Germar Communist party newspapers 
Since President Scharf was barred from returning to Bast Berlin, have 
been generally interpreted as an attempt by the Hast German government to 
justify the action. 


The theologians stressed that "President Scharf proved during the 
Church's struggle under Hitler that he will stop at nothing in the defens x 
CmeChiristiian Laith and human rights". 
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Since the end of World War II, it said, "his sincerity and his spirit 
of reconciliation have manifested themselves in the increasingly difficult 
Situation between East and West". 


The charges made against him in East Germany are "false and hateful", 
it declared, and "anyone who disparages this man is damaging not only the 
Church, but the whole German people in East and West Germany". EPS, Geneva 


Old Catholics Ready for "Full Fellowship" With Orthodox 


(Haarlem) - The 18th International Congress of Old Catholics has adopted 
a statement declaring itself ready to enter into full fellowship with the 
Orthodox Church. 


Delegates incliding bishops and clergy from seven European countries 
and the United States and Canada sent letters expressing this readiness to 
the pan-Orthodox conference in session in Rhodes and to the heads of all 
the autocephalous Orthodox churches. 


Dr. A. Rinkel, Old Catholic Bishop of Utrecht, before adoption of the 
statement was warmly applauded when he told the Congress that there were 
no dogmatic obstacles to reunion between the Orthodox and Old Catholics. 


Delegates came from Old Catholic churches in Germany, the Netherlands, 
Austria, Switzerland, Yugoslavia and Poland and from Polish churches in the 
United States and Canada. Observers were present from the Church of England 
whose delegation was headed by the Bishop of Chichester; the Dutch Council 
of Churches, the Lusitanian Church of Portugal, and the Swedish National 
(Lutheran) Church. The World Council of Churches was represented by Dr. 
Paul Minear, director of the Commission on Faith and Order. Both the 
Patriarchates of Moscow and the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Istanbul, sent 
goodwill messages to the Congress. Old Catholic churches in Europe have 
about 150,000 members. EPS, Geneva 


French Pastors Discuss Inter-Church Unity 


(Glay, France) - Pastors of the two constituent bodies of the National 
Alliance of French Lutheran Churches have asked the Alliance to seek a 
dialogue with other Protestant Churches of this country on theological and 
ecclesiastical questions. 


They requested it also to study "ways by which the unity that has been 
given to the two Lutheran churches of France may be manifested more con- 
eretely" in their structural relations and in their witness to the world. 


The two-pronged plea was made by a pastoral conference which met at 
the Evangelical Academy here on September 11-13. Taking part in the confer- 
ence -were ministers from both the 240,000-member Church of the Augsburg 
Confession of Alsace-Lorraine and the 42,000-member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of France, which has districts centring in Paris and Montbéliard. 


Respecting relations with other Protestants, the pastors urged the 
Alliance to set up a commission that should "continue the contact efforts 
that have already been made in a private way and try to bring out and stress 
the points which the Lutheran churches consider essential in today's world". 


The clergymen passed a resolution embracing their requests after hear- 
ing and discussing a series of lectures on Christian unity. 
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Lecturers included Dr. André Appel, of Paris, general secretary of the 
Protestant Federation of France; r. Hans Heinrich Harms, of Hanburg, 
Germany, general secretary.of the Conference of Kuropean Churches: and 
Pastor P, Guerrier, of. Imbsheim (Alsace). 


Participants included the Rev. Charles Westphal, president of the French 
Protestant Federation; and Pastor Jean Gastambide, president of the Associa- 
tion of Pastors of France. Both are pastors of the Reformed Church of France. 

HPS, Geneva 


Religions Liberty. Guarantced in Burma 


(Rangoon) - The Burmese Parliament has voted a constitutional amendment 
guaranteeing the rightto preach to all religious groups in Burma. The amend- 
ment proposed by Prime Minister U. Nu, who is a Buddhist, was passed over 
the strong opposition of Buddhist clergy. 


According to observers the amendment is intended to quiet the fears of 
religious minorities in the country, which have been concerned for their 
rights following the recent enactment of a law making Buddhism the state 
religion. 


Buddhist monks reportedly threatened the Prime Minister with excommuni- 
cation if the amendment was adopted. The Prime Minister had threatened to 
resign if it was not passed. 


The issue aroused wide-spread controversy. While the Parliament 


Mdebated it, traffic was forbidden around the parliament building and police 


reinforcements guarded the area. 


Burma has 100,000 Buddhist monks and an estimated 17,000,000 of its 
20,000,000 inhabitants are Buddhist. Some 2,000,000 are Moslems, 600,000 
are Protestants, and 181,000 are Roman Catholics. LPS, Geneva 


Ia, Racist 


The Second Vatican Ecumenical Council will probably open on December 8, 
moc, mccording to Archbishop Felici, secretary of the Vatican's Central 
Commission for the Council.’ Cardinal Bea, president of the Secretariat for 
the Promotion “of Christian Unity, has stated that in any case the Council 
Will not open before that date. 


* * * 


The world's population has grown faster than its food output this year 
according to the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization. An FAO 
report which covers the year ending June 340, 1961, said, "there was.only a 
small increase in the total volume of agricultural production, and prelim- 
inary FAO estinates for the world, excluding mainland China, show a rise of 
no more than 1 per cent over the previous season. This is less than the 
estimated annual population growth of 1.6 per cent". 


¥ *% 
Pastor Heinrich Grtiber, for many years official representative of the 


Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) to the East German Government, has been 
refused admission to enter Bast Berlin. Pastor Grtiber lives in West Berlin. 


* * * 
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A three-judge criminal court in Chalkis, Greece, has ruled unanimously — 
that Protestant clergymen in Greece have the legal right to use the title | 
of "Reverend". .The decision was nade in a two-year-old case involving the 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, New York, a Baptist minister who is general secretary 
of the American Mission to the Greeks, who has used "Reverend" before his | 
nane in articles appearing in Greek publications as paid advertisements. 
He has been sued on the ground that only priests of the Greek Orthodox | 
Church have a right to use the title. The ruling reversed a decision made 4 
two years ago by a lower court which convicted Mr. Zodhiates of the charge 
and imposed a 45-day prison term. 


| 


* Cate Peas 


Miss Umeko Kagawa has been named assistant director of United Religious 
Work at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. The daughter of the inter- 
nationally known Japanese Christian leader, Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, she former- 
ly served as secretary of World Youth Projects, a joint programme of the 
World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education. 


* *% * 


The West German Government has donated $2,500 to the Greek Orthodox 
‘Diocese of Kissamos, Crete, toward the establishment of a printing. shop for 
the publication of religious literature. Dr. Gebhart Zeelos, West German 
Minister to Greece, presented the gift as a token of friendship between the 
peoples of the two countries. It was accepted by Bishop Hrineos of 

Kissamos at a ceremony in Athens. | 


* * * 


Dr. Helen Kim, vice-president of the International Missionary Council 
and a representative of the Korean churches and government at numerous 
international meetings, has resigned after more than 20 years as president 
of Ewha Women's University, Seoul. The resignation came in the wake of a 
new regulation by the South Korean government that all teachers and school 
administrators 60 years of age and over must resign. She plans to devote 
most of her time now to evangelism. .The university, which has 8,000 stu- 
_ dents, is believed to be the largest school for women in the world. 


* * * 


In a pastoral letter, Monsignor Mongo, Bishop of Douala, Cameroun, has 
to all practical purposes, declared that Catholics still practising the 
custom of bride price will be excommunicated. He says in the letter, "From 
theology and experience in the ministry, I know that bride price, which has 
become a real trade in this country,is not only an evil in itself, but valbag 
the source of many social and moral evils. ... That .is why two years ago I 
forbade all Christians and catechumens to request any price at all on the | 
occasion of marriage. Those who refuse to obey this law withdraw themselves 
from the authority of the bishop and must be considered as such by priests | 
imamy. jurisdiction." | 
Cs eT 


Churches in Wales are co-operating in plans for a new Bible in Welsh, 
the first since 1620. The Council of Churches has named a director for 
the project,and participating churches include Anglican, Congregational, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist. The Roman Catholic Church. also is 
being asked to co-operate. It is expected that the new translation will 
be on similar lines to the new version of the English Bible. EPS, Geneva 


